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The featured soloist will be Zina
Schiff of whom the New York Times
raved, “Zina Schiff is a violinist of lus-
cious high voltage…vintage Heifetz.”

The repertoire for the evening will
include Copland’s “Rodeo” – Dance
Episodes for Orchestra; Nane’s “Rhap-
sody for Violin;” Sarasate’s
“Zigeunerweisen” (Gypsy Dances) and
Tchaikovsky’s Symphony No. 4.

An Edison resident, Dr. Orchard holds
a bachelor’s degree in English from the
University of Dallas and a master’s de-
gree in musicology from New York
University. He majored in music perfor-
mance, violoncello, at Baylor Univer-
sity. His doctorate in musicology was
received in 1999 from Rutgers Univer-
sity.

His dissertation title was “Rhetoric in
the String Quartets of W.A. Mozart: An
Examination of Form, Topic and Figure
in a Late Eighteenth Century Instrumen-
tal Repertoire.” He was a Naumberg
Fellow at Rutgers, where he also earned
a Graduate School Fellowship.

Dr. Orchard is an Adjunct Professor at
Seton Hall University and a Lecturer and
Teaching Assistant at Rutgers Univer-
sity, Mason Gross School of the Arts. He
has been a guest lecturer at Brookdale
Community College, Latin Liturgy Asso-
ciation, the Garden State Philharmonic
and Battleground Arts Center.

He was formerly an Instructor of
Music History at Westminster Choir
College, Conservatory Division. Dr.
Orchard is the author of several schol-
arly papers and publications. He has
also performed in many area venues
and has several recordings to his credit.
He is also active in a variety of profes-
sional associations and activities.

For more information and tickets,
please call or visit the WSO office, 224
East Broad Street, Westfield, (908) 232-
9400, or the Union County Arts Center
Box Office at (732) 499-8226.

SymphonySymphonySymphonySymphonySymphony
Continued from Page 24

GrGrGrGrGrooooowing Stage in Netcongwing Stage in Netcongwing Stage in Netcongwing Stage in Netcongwing Stage in Netcong
Sparks Kids� ImaginationsSparks Kids� ImaginationsSparks Kids� ImaginationsSparks Kids� ImaginationsSparks Kids� Imaginations

Mostly Music to HoldMostly Music to HoldMostly Music to HoldMostly Music to HoldMostly Music to Hold
TTTTTwo Concerts in Arwo Concerts in Arwo Concerts in Arwo Concerts in Arwo Concerts in Areaeaeaeaea
WESTFIELD – Mostly Music

Chamber Society will present two
concerts in a musical series on
Sunday, September 26, at 3 p.m.
at Morrow Memorial Methodist
Church in Maplewood and at 7:30
p.m. at Temple Emanu-El in
Westfield.

The concert will include Ani
Kavafian and Ida Kavafian, vio-
lins; Carter Brey and Peter Wiley,
cellos; Rebecca Young, viola and
others in Brahms Strings Sextets
in B flat major and G major.

Tickets at the door for both con-
certs are $20, $18 for seniors and
$10 for students. For more infor-
mation, please call (973) 762-8486.

CLIP AND SAVE
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PLAINFIELD – The line-up for the

1999 season has been announced by
Concerts at Crescent of the Crescent
Avenue Presbyterian Church, 716
Watchung Avenue, Plainfield. The fol-
lowing list includes the performers
and programs which will be featured.

Friday, October 8, at 8 p.m.
·The Harmonic Brass of Munich,

Germany- Music for organ and brass
and brass chamber music of diverse
color and styles including baroque,
romantic, jazz and pop. This world-
class ensemble is receiving high ac-
claim around the world. With 150
concerts per year, this is their exclusive
New Jersey appearance featuring
Ronald Thayer as organist at the Heissler
Organ.

Sunday, October 17, at 4 p.m.*
·Basically Brahms- Duo pianists

Edwin Lopez and Ronald Thayer will
be joined by vocal artists Glen Crane,
Kathryn Hoyt, Dorothy Magliocca and
Drude Roessler for a feast of Brahms
lieder, duets and his Variations on a
Theme by Haydn for two pianos.

Saturday, October 23, at 8 p.m.
·The Plainfield Symphony- Sabin

Pautza, Musical Director, will conduct
the symphony in performances of
Schumann’s Piano Concerto in A mi-
nor and Elgar’s Enigma Variations.
Saturday, November 13, at 8 pm. *

·Exceptional Young Artists
Showcase- Five young, talented in-
strumentalists under the age of 16 will
perform. These musicans include pia-
nist, Jeannette Fang, 14; flutist, Arielle
Hansen, 14; French horn player, Kristin
Joham, 16; violist Henry Park, 12; and

Saturday, December 4, at 8 p.m.
·Ric Charles Chorale- Join in an

evening of songs in various styles
which will celebrate the holiday sea-
son.

Sunday, December 5, at 4 p.m.
·The Summit Chorale- Director

Garyth Nair leads the Summit Chorale
and Lakeland Youth Symphony in a
performance featuring the Christmas
Oratorio by Camille Saint-Saens, as
well as some spectacular carol ar-
rangements and an audience carol
sing.

Sunday, December 12, at 5:30
p.m.*

·Yuletide by Candlelight- The
glow of candles will brighten Crescent
Avenue’s sanctuary in a cathedral-like
setting for the Crescent Singer’s 13th
annual musical gift of Christmas to the
surrounding communities. Admission
is free.

* Denotes subscription series
Crescent Concerts.

For ticket information and further
concert details, please call the Cres-
cent Avenue Presbyterian Church of-
fice at (908) 756-2468 or the Crescent
Avenue Music Director at (908) 756-
3157.

violinist Rebecca Williams, 16.
Sunday, November 14, at 3 p.m.
·The Plainfield Musical Club

Benefit- Performances by local musi-
cians to raise money for a Plainfield
beneficiary. Artists include Susan Gra-
ham, flutist; Lorne Graham, trum-
peter; Paul  DeDario, pianist; Brenda
Kay Kucin, vocalist; and others.

Live Music Scheduled
Every Saturday

At Scotch Plains Shop
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch

Plains Business & Professional Asso-
ciation (SPBPA) and its member busi-
ness Scotch Plains Music at 409 Park
Avenue, is currently sponsoring per-
formances of live music each Satur-
day, weather permitting, from 12 to 2
p.m. in front of the Scotch Plains Music
Center.

Scotch Plains Music Center owner
Greg Natic stated, “I am hopeful that
the program can be expanded to a
couple of days during the week as
well. So far, I am getting very good
response from musicians who are
willing to perform in our town.”

Ray Pardon, President of SPBPA
and the owner of Nuts n’ Plenty said,
“I am very glad to see, once again, one
of our business owners giving their
time to plan activities in our Towne
Centre that everyone in the commu-
nity can enjoy. This gives people one
more reason to shop in town or have
lunch and be entertained at the same
time.”

Any group or individual interested
in performing in these outdoor con-
certs should contact the Scotch Plains
Music Center at (908) 322-7542.
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MOUNTAINSIDE –

Mountainside’s Deerfield School
Parent Teacher Association will be
holding their annual Craft Show
fundraiser on Saturday, Novem-
ber 20, from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. in
the school gymnasium.

Crafters are needed as vendors
for the show. The fee is $30 for a
10-foot space. Vendors must pro-
vide their own table and chairs.
Space will be assigned on a first-
come, first-serve basis.

For reservations or information,
please call (908) 233-6774 or (908)
232-6964.
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WESTFIELD – The Choral Art
Society of New Jersey, Inc. wel-
comes new members to its fall
rehearsals at the Presbyterian
Church in Westfield. The group
meets each Tuesday at 8 p.m.

Directed by James S. Little and
accompaniest Mary Beth McFall,
the Society is currently preparing
Mass in B Minor by Bach.

Mr. Little is the organist and
choirmaster at Calvary Episcopal
Church in Summit, where he di-
rects three choirs and the Calvary
Concert Series. He is a graduate
of Trenton State College and
Westminster Choir College. He is
also director of MadJazz, a Union
County acapella group and the
Prep Choir of the Somerset Hills
Children’s Chorus.

The Choral Art Society of New
Jersey, Inc., which is now in its
37th year, is a non-profit chorus
dedicated to the study and per-
formance of choral works. It
sponsors a “Messiah” Sing in early

December and performances of
major works are scheduled in
January and May.

For more information, please
call (908) 232-2455.

Crooner Al Martino
Plans Performance

At County Arts Center
RAHWAY – The Union County

Arts Center (UCAC) in Rahway
will open its 1999-2000 season
with crooner Al Martino. Mr.
Martino is known for his hit re-
cordings such as, “Spanish Eyes”
and “Volare,” his portrayal as
Johnny Fontaine in The Godfather
and other musical accomplish-
ments.

Mr. Martino will make his ap-
pearance at the UCAC on Satur-
day, October 2, at 8 p.m. A limited
number of combination tickets,
which include a post-show recep-
tion with the singer, are available
at $50. Regular concert seating is
$28 to $32.

Tickets may be purchased by
telephone, at the Irving Street Box
Office or the Web site:
www.ucac.org. Tickets are also
available through ETM Ticket
Kiosks. For more information,
please call (732) 499-8226 or (888)
ETM-TIXS after 5 p.m.

CRAFTY CREATION...This sterling
and onyx stone pin by Susan Card of
Farmingdale, N.Y. will be included
in the 13th Annual Fall Fine Art and
Crafts Show at Nomahegan Park on
Saturday and Sunday, October 2 and
3, from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., rain or
shine. The show, which is co-spon-
sored by the Union County Board of
Chosen Freeholders, the Union
County Division of Parks and Recre-
ation and Janet and Howard Rose of
Rose Squared Productions, Inc., will
feature over 120 professional art-
ists, photographers and
craftspeople. For more information,
please call (908) 874-5247.

Stephen L. Fredericks and Michelle
Palmieri during a scene from The Lion,
the Witch & the Wardrobe at The Growing
Stage Theatre in Netcong.

By KIM KINTER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

NETCONG — Stephen Fredericks
was in the middle of an interview for
admittance into a Master of Arts pro-
gram when the professor asked him
what he wanted to do with his degree.

When the young student talked
about his dream to start a children’s
theater company, the professor ad-
vised him to forget about the master’s
and just start the business.

So in 1982 Mr. Fredericks took the
money his parents were going to
give him for the master’s degree and
the money he had saved — a total of
$1,200 — and started looking for a
place to set up shop.

Now, beginning its 17th year, the
Growing Stage Theater is what the
founder and executive director Mr.
Fredericks matter-of-factly describes
as the state’s only theater devoted to
producing and performing solely
children’s plays.

Located in Netcong on Route 183
in Morris County near Routes 206, 80

and 46 and about 50 minutes from
Westfield, it seems off the beaten path
of theater-goers, but Mr. Fredericks
said the theater has an active and
growing mailing list that includes
Bergen, Sussex, Morris, Warren,
Hunterdon and Somerset counties.

Mr. Fredericks added that more
than 14,000 people attend the play-
house during a season, with the run
of one play averaging a total atten-
dance of about 2,025.

The Growing Stage is located in
the former Palace Theater, a historic
structure originally built in 1918 as a
community arts center. Each year,
the Growing Stage offers a full sea-
son of plays for children. Generally,
there are four plays that are based
on classic children’s literature, with
a fifth play during the summer that
is typically an original work.

During the heat of last summer,
for instance, the Growing Stage of-
fered Mother Hicks by Suzan Zeder,
a Depression era look at a Midwest-
ern woman, thought to be a witch by
locals, who befriends some orphaned
children. The Growing Stage re-
ceived a special projects grant from
the New Jersey Council for the Arts
to produce the play.

One of Mr. Fredericks’ favorite
productions, in fact, is an original
work called Arkansas Bear by
Aurand Harris, which features a
young girl whose grandfather is
dying. The girl is used to taking long
walks in the woods with her grand-
father and one day is walking alone
when she meets a bear that has been
turned out of the circus. Together
the two learn a lot about passing on
knowledge to younger generations.

“We get a wonderful reaction to
that play every time we do it,” Mr.
Fredericks commented. The com-
pany has performed the play during
three different seasons.

For the 1999-2000 season, the
Growing Stage will present James &
The Giant Peach, The Story of the
Nutcracker, Really Rosie and Beatrix
Potter’s Peter Rabbit.

During the summer there will be
a performance of Tuck Everlasting,
based on a book by Natalie Babbitt
about a 10-year-old girl who has to
make some very grown-up deci-
sions when she and her family move
to a land that contains a magical
fountain-of-youth well.

James & The Giant Peach will
begin on Friday, October 1, and run
through Sunday, October 24.

The theater company features a
combination of equity and commu-
nity actors and following every per-
formance the actors are available for
a question and answer and
autographing session with the audi-
ence.

In addition to the “Mainstage”
company featuring the season of
plays, the Growing Stage also offers
a touring company that visits schools
throughout the state to put on origi-
nal productions.

Mr. Fredericks is particularly proud
of one offering of the touring com-
pany, “Tales from the Garden,” which
is a collection of New Jersey state

folk tales.
The Growing State also offers per-

forming arts classes for youth and a
summer day camp.

Mr. Fredericks, now 42, said when
he was at Arizona State University,
where he majored in theater and
minored in business management,
he took a course on children’s the-
ater expecting it to be an easy “A.”

“I became enthralled by the idea
of keeping the art form of theater
alive for young audiences,” he said.
“I got a lot more gratification, more
fulfillment from children’s theater.”

He added that many theater com-
panies’ conception of offering
children’s plays is to bring “some-
thing in at 11 a.m. on a Saturday or
when the theater is dark.” And many
people, he charged, have a “pre-
conceived notion of what a children’s
play will be like — a notion of actors
dressed up in animal costumes.”

Mr. Fredericks stated that his “ideal
was to perform new art, not the
mainstream. But reality dictates that

you still have to do commer-
cial (well-recognized) pieces.
When I was younger, not
married and had no children,
I did a whole couple of years
of those (new art) pieces.”

Now with the “Mainstage”
productions, Mr. Fredericks’
goal is to continue to offer
the quality of style in original
plays and apply it to classic
literature. “Each one of our
‘Mainstage’ productions has
different levels of work so
that different age groups can
appreciate it,” he said.

He added that older sib-
lings or unwilling parents will
come along with younger
children, expecting a simple
adaptation of a piece of lit-
erature, but end up finding
that it is something that inter-
ests them.

When the Growing Stage
first began it was housed “in-
residence” at the Black River
Playhouse in Chester. “We
had a very small space and
we were only guests,” he
commented. Then the com-
pany moved to the former
Williamson Building, also in
Chester, where it stayed put

for 11 years until the building owner,
the local board of education, de-
cided to sell it.

In March 1996, Mr. Fredericks
bought the deteriorating former Pal-
ace Theater and turned it into the
new home of the Growing Stage.
The theater building itself is still a
work in progress. Some major reno-
vation to the balcony area for a
classroom, art gallery and rehearsal
space, painting the exterior and the
installation of central air condition-
ing are being planned.

Once the renovation is complete,
Mr. Fredericks’ goal is to not only
continue to offer quality children’s
productions, but to have an arts
center for children and youth that
will include the performance of plays,
music, art and dance.


