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          Fred K.Lecomte for The Times
IN TIME FOR SCHOOL OPENING…New sidewalk and parking lot construction is proceeding on time at the Park
Middle School in Scotch Plains.
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Tree, Vegetation Experts Offer Advice, Tips
While Drought Continues to Plague State

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Times

Due to continuing drought condi-
tions throughout New Jersey, the
Commissioner of the Department of

Environmental Protection (DEP),
Bradley M. Campbell, announced,
on August 20, additional restrictions
on water usage.

The drought, which has plagued
New Jersey on and off for several
years, has been upgraded by the DEP
to the rank of “emergency status,”
the highest level used to measure a
drought’s severity.

According to the DEP website,
Mr. Campbell was quoted as saying,
“Eight of the last 12 months were the
driest ever recorded in New Jersey
history.”

This summer was the third hottest
recorded in 108 years, according to
information published by the Na-
tional Weather Service.

Although New Jersey’s reservoirs
returned to “at or above normal lev-
els” status in April, they have contin-
ued to decline with the continuation
of very hot weather and record low
rainfalls the DEP reported. The nor-
mal water storage level for this time
of year is approximately 92 percent,
while the current level is only at 78
percent, according to Erin Reilly,
press spokesperson for Elizabethtown
Water Company.

Stream flows and groundwater lev-
els have dropped to record lows in
the past 12 months, and 18 out of the
past 22 months have had below nor-
mal rainfall, according to the DEP’s
drought status website.

The modified restrictions include

a statewide ban on outdoor water use
including lawn watering and wash-
ing vehicles. Limited outdoor water
use is allowed for trees, plant
beddings and newly laid sod associ-
ated with new construction.

Watering of vegetation other than
lawns will continue on an odd-even
basis with some exceptions. Addi-
tionally, the serving of water in res-
taurants, unless requested, continues
to be prohibited, the DEP announced.
Outdoor use of water for ornamental
or aesthetic purposes, including foun-
tains, waterfalls and reflecting pools
also continues to be prohibited.

On Friday, Mr. Campbell issued a
letter to local enforcement authori-
ties, emphasizing the drought emer-
gency status and the importance of
enforcing the drought restrictions.
Penalties may include fines of $1,000
or imprisonment.

Some businesses that rely on water
have been the hardest hit by the
drought. Greenhouses, nurseries and
small farms have been struggling to
keep their heads above the lack of
water.

Randall Miller, Manager of Parker
Greenhouses in Scotch Plains told
The Times of Scotch Plains-Fanwood
that, with water restrictions in place,

homeowners are less likely to pur-
chase new plantings. It is important
for the public to realize that new
plantings, new sod and even older
trees can be watered on odd-even
days, he explained.

Mr. Miller said that he has been
seeing an increasing number of trees
showing signs of severe dehydration
this summer because many
homeowners may not realize they
are permitted to water on odd-even
days.

The signs of dehydration to watch
for, according to Mr. Miller, include
leaves falling off prior to the fall
months and small branches breaking
off. By the time larger branches dry
out and crumble, it may be too late to
save a dying tree, he said.

Plants and trees should be watered
in the morning, when it is cooler out,
Mr. Miller advised. Watering at night
can lead to diseases, such as fungal
problems. He added that a thorough
watering, which saturates the ground,
is more beneficial than just a sprin-
kling everyday.

“Mulching can also help by keep-
ing the ground water from evaporat-
ing,” he suggested.

Gary Venitelli, one of the partners

BOE Okays
Concept One

For Field Plan
By JENNIFER PINTO
Specially Written for The Times

During the August 29 public
meeting of the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Board of Education, the
board changed its decision regard-
ing the layout for the “Field of
Dreams” Shared Services project.

The board had originally decided
on Concept Two during the August
15 meeting. The plan incorporated
one adult-size-field and one little
league field. However, Thursday’s
decision to implement Concept One
will include one adult baseball field
and two little league fields.

Concept One is also the plan that
both the Scotch Plains Township
Council and the Fanwood Borough
Council had decided on prior to the
Shared Services meeting, which
was held on August 21.

During the meeting, the full
board received a presentation from
Bob Lions of Killam Associates,
along with recommendations for
Concept One from Ed Zazzali,
Chairman of the Scotch Plains Rec-
reation Department, explaining
why Concept One would be the
most effective choice.

Mr. Zazzali often reiterated how
Scotch Plains and Fanwood need
the maximum number of fields and
that the extra little league field
would provide them more flexibil-
ity. After a two-hour discussion,
board members changed their
minds and opted for Concept One.

In other business, a bid has been
awarded to Kyle Conti Construc-
tion of South Plainfield for im-
provement of fields at Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School in the
amount of $545,375. The repairs
on the high school varsity baseball
field will cost $387,775 and re-
pairs for the varsity softball field
will cost $157,600.

According to Board Secretary
and Business Administrator An-
thony Del Sordi, a $3,000 survey
and cost of an architect has added
an additional cost of around
$30,000 to the project.

Mr. Del Sordi also gave the board
and members of the public a con-
struction update on the district
schools.

“I visited all the sites…and as I
reported at the past few meetings,
we will open on the ninth of Sep-
tember,” said Mr. Del Sordi. “A
number of multipurpose rooms will
not be completed.”

Bill Sheppard for The Times
TRY YOUR LUCK…Youngsters and those young at heart tried their luck at prizes and games during the annual Italian
Festival in Scotch Plains. The festivities were sponsored by St. Bartholomew the Apostle Roman Catholic Church last
weekend.

Bill Sheppard for The Times
SACRED PROCESSION…Bundles of red and white carnations and other
arrangements were carried during a procession at the festival on Monday,
which included a statue of St. Nicholas, the Bishop of Myra, who is known by
Roman Catholics as a miracleworker.

Bill Sheppard for The Times
PAISANS…Reverend Donald
Hummel, left, joined Congressman
Mike Ferguson for some delicious Ital-
ian food and fun at the township’s
annual festival.

Mrs. Malool Appointed to Fill
Vacant Township Council Seat

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

Nancy Malool was appointed to
fill the vacancy on the Scotch Plains
Township Council on Tuesday
evening. By a 3-1 party line vote, the
Republican-controlled council, at the
start of its conference meeting, named
Mrs. Malool to the seat vacated last
month when Councilman Guy
Celentano resigned.

In nominating Mrs. Malool, who
was among three candidates submit-
ted to the council by the township’s
Republican Committee, Deputy
Mayor Frank Rossi said
she “has wide commu-
nity service experi-
ence” and noted her
seven years as chief
legislative aide to the
late State Assembly-
man Alan Augustine.

After Mrs. Malool’s
appointment was ap-
proved by the council,
with Democratic
Councilwoman Geri
M. Samuel voting “no,”
Mrs. Malool was sworn
into office by Township Attorney
Douglas Hansen.

A public swearing-in will be held
at the council’s regular meeting next
Tuesday.

Mrs. Malool, who has already
signed on as a council candidate this
fall, will now run as an incumbent

Nancy Malool

along with Councilman Rossi and
Carolyn Sorge, whose name had also
been submitted for consideration as
Mr. Celentano’s replacement.

The three Republi-
cans will face Demo-
cratic challengers
George Gowen and
Shelia Ellington and
Councilwoman Samuel
in November.

In other matters,
Mayor Martin Marks
has sent a letter to State
Assemblyman Gerald
Green outlining several
issues the Mayor feels
that Mr. Green should
address in the State Leg-

islature. Late last month, Mr. Green
sent a letter to the Mayor asking for
his input on ways that the Assembly-
man could assist his Scotch Plains
constituents.

Mr. Marks, in his letter, said he
was disappointed that the State Legis-
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Fanwood 
Victims

By ELIZABETH CORRELL
Specially Written for The Times

The Fanwood Council will mark
the one-year anniversary of the tragic
events of last September 11 with a
resolution in remembrance of the
victims, while also honoring the
American spirit, it was decided at
Tuesday’s agenda meeting.

In addition, Mayor Louis Jung
announced that a service will be held
on the Village Green in Scotch Plains
next Wednesday, September 11, at 7
p.m.

Mayor Jung also said he was
pleased with the continued success
of KIDS Sprint, part of CONTACT
We Care’s annual 5K Race events,
which he noted “has been growing
every year.”

He stated that future enhancements
will include “a bigger time frame”
for the sprint and an opportunity for
the “older kids to be in charge,” as it
was noted they are interested in tak-
ing on this responsibility.

It was reported that a severe black
mold infestation has forced a
Fanwood homeowner to vacate her
residence. To address the need for
temporary housing, Borough Attor-
ney Mark Peck presented an agree-
ment that would allow the resident to
park a mobile home on the property
while work is being done to remedy
the health threatening situation. Cur-
rently, mobile homes are prohibited
throughout the borough.

An alarming number of different
mold types was found within the
house and furnishings and may re-
quire total demolition of the struc-
ture.

Mr. Peck also proposed an ordi-
nance to establish this exception if
similar situations arise in the future.
Officials discussed the time limits of
this proposed ordinance and decided
that the initial permit would cover a
four-month period and, if required,

an extension would be granted for an
additional four months. Any further
time must be requested directly from
the council.

Borough Engineer Richard
Marsden reported the results of a
survey on Woodland Avenue. It was
determined that “a lot of work needs
to be done” and that, rather than
resurfacing, the area will instead re-
quire “reconstruction.”

He assured the council that this
work would not interfere with the
already scheduled fall leaf pickup
and would be arranged around such
dates. Mr. Marsden also stated that a
resurfacing package has been estab-
lished for First, Third and Farley
Avenues and that “a bid needs to go
out” for work on Sheelen’s Crossing.

A resident has requested a play
area for young children at Carriage
House Park on Watson Road. Coun-
cilman Michael Brennan pointed out
that this park is designated as a “pas-
sive park” and the addition of a play-
ground would change its status to an
“active park.”

Councilman Thomas Ryan, Jr. said
he felt it should remain a passive
park, while Council President Joel
Whitaker remarked that if a play area
is not added, than its classification
should be changed to an arboretum.

Recreation, Shade Tree and Public
Works representatives will all be
asked for their feedback.


